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ON THE BRINK
OF EXPANSION

OVERVIEW
Stony Plain’s Health Care and Related Services industry is one of the
community’s most rapidly increasing developmental areas. With the
Westview Health Centre acting as anchor, in addition to an increase in
both traditional and alternative health care demands, Stony Plain boasts
a strong market for existing and emerging health care businesses.

Continued population growth, as well as a general increase in the number
of older households, will create additional demand for health care and
supportive services, especially for the elderly. Stony Plain is committed
to aiding in the development of this opportunity via advisory committees,
housing developments, health and wellness trade shows, and other
recruitment strategies in order to capture demand from both internal
market growth, as well as from neighbouring areas.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

SUCCESS STORY

The Metro Edmonton Region’s largest industry on an employment basis
is health care and social assistance, at 12 percent. Health care and social
assistance was also the region’s fastest growing industry between 2006
and 2010.

“Our family and my business were welcomed with open arms. There are
opportunities here that I couldn’t find anywhere else.”
-Hali Fitzpatrick, Kikiwin Bowen Therapy
Source: Town of Stony Plain Target Sector Study & Marketing Plan
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THE EPITOME OF
“FARM TO TABLE”

OVERVIEW
Staying close to its historic agricultural identity, Stony Plain remains a
favourite of the farming community. It is an idyllic representation of what
“farm to table” truly means, making it a perfect match for both small and
emerging producers. The Town capitalizes on the strong demands for local
food in Alberta, while providing all the necessary amenities such as
workforce, availability of materials, access to markets, and suitable buildings.
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Stony Plain has the opportunity to target niche local food and food
processing for industrial development and economic diversification. This
market will continue to grow along with the evolvement of consumer
sensibilities. A growing segment of the market believes that organic,
locally-produced, non-GMO, gluten-free, craft or artisanal products,
and similar foods often taste better, provide a higher nutrition quality, or
are safer to consume.

The niches available to Stony Plain include organics, locally grown and
processed foods, artisanal or craft food products, nutraceuticals and
functional foods, dietary food products, and pet foods.
SUCCESS STORY
“Stony Plain has come out to our location to see the facilities and really
get to know our business. Since that visit I have been presented with many
opportunities to promote EarthApples, including involvement with
CultureFWD, a networking initiative with the goal of helping our
community to understand the creative industry, its role in the region,
and its positive impact on the economy.”
-Phil Bakker, EarthApples
Source: Town of Stony Plain Target Sector Study & Marketing Plan
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CAPITALIZE ON
ALBERTA’S RICH
RESOURCES

OVERVIEW
Stony Plain is a ripe opportunity for the expansion of Alberta’s Energy
and Extraction industry, aiding in providing continued economic growth,
viability, and sustainability. The Town’s strategic western position, close
proximity to TransAlta, and lower land costs make it an ideal location for
an array of industry-related businesses.
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Financially, the Energy and Extraction industry has the potential to attract
an additional $18 million in sales by 2021, based on prior years’ growth rates.
This would translate into the absorption of 100,000 square feet of industrial
space in the Metro Edmonton Region, at sales of $162 per square foot.

About ten percent of the market potential may be realized in the western
region, including the Town of Stony Plain. Aside from industry expansion,
there are additional opportunities for business recruitment as a result of
relocations and opening of satellite locations.
SUCCESS STORY
“Over the course of time that we have been in Stony Plain, we have had
many conversations with elected officials, administration staff, and members
of the community regarding the foundation and support network for
businesses and their employees to succeed. These conversations have always
been well received.”
-Laverne Pankratz, Pankratz Enterprises
Source: Town of Stony Plain Target Sector Study & Marketing Plan
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AN INTIMATE
COMMUNITY
BUSTLING WITH
OPPORTUNITY

OVERVIEW
Stony Plain’s Business and Professional Services industry is at the forefront
of unprecedented growth and corresponding opportunities. With benefits
including affordable infrastructure, reasonable business taxation,
development incentives such as commercial infill policy, a convenient
location with access to major air, rail, and ground transportation options, as
well as the chance to become an integral part of a community, Stony Plain
acts as a superior setting to start up or move an existing business.
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
As Stony Plain and the surrounding region continues to grow, there is a
greater demand for Business and Professional Services to accommodate this
additional population. Stony Plain is committed to supporting local businesses
through providing the services needed for an organization to be competitive,
as well as providing technical assistance to help them grow.

Canada’s rate of entrepreneurship is the second highest among industrialized
nations, with Alberta having the highest within Canada. Self-employed
people make up an estimated 18 percent of the workforce, according to
Statistics Canada 2010 Labour Force Survey. Stony Plain is an attractive
option for providing business owners and employees the chance to work
close to home.
The overall opportunities within Stony Plain range across an array of
industries including, oil and gas, professional, scientific and technical services,
and information and cultural industries.
SUCCESS STORY
“For tech companies or any company for that matter, Stony Plain offers
affordable leasing space, good telecommunications services, and reasonable
proximity to international air travel.”
-Thomas Olson, MyBudgetFile
Source: Town of Stony Plain Target Sector Study & Marketing Plan
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A FREQUENTED
CULTURAL
DESTINATION

OVERVIEW
Stony Plain has a distinct and progressive business district with the
opportunity to draw from the broader region, tapping into a much larger
market in search of unique items and services. The community has the
nucleus of a destination region, anchored by its historic downtown,
Multicultural Heritage Centre, Pioneer Museum, Heritage Park, and
Rotary Park. There are several shops and galleries in the downtown core,
and Stony Plain is ready to embrace more.
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Local government is committed to creating a business environment that
has a solid foundation for development. There are several components that
serve as this foundation including coordinated business marketing and events
developing a civic square, developing a mixed-density and pedestrianfriendly neighbourhood west of the downtown, as well as creating a town
entrance feature.
Other areas of focus include a redesign of the downtown, reorganizing current
town anchors and existing structures, recruitment, creating industry-related
events, and prioritizing execution with strong leadership and vision.

SUCCESS STORY
Stony Plain’s Destination Shopping, Dining, Arts, and Culture industry
potential can be broken into two trade areas. The first is a local market within “If you are committed to running a business, Stony Plain is a great place to
a 10 km radius from the centre of the Town’s downtown district. The second, base it. The resources and supports are in place, and other business owners
described as a destination district market, reaches out to a 100 km radius.
are very welcoming.”
-Kyla Tetley, Whimsical Vintage Creations
Source: Town of Stony Plain Target Sector Study & Marketing Plan

